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Adult male

Brown-headed Cowbird by Dan Kolsky

Brown-headed Cowbird
Molothrus ater . P

ORDER: Passeriformes

FAMILY: Icteridae %
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Habitat Food Nesting Behavior Conservation 3 ¢
Grasslands Seeds Tree Ground Forager Low Concern >
Basic Description N
The Brown-headed Cowbird is a stocky blackbird with a XK ‘
fascinating approach to raising its young. Females forgo building : S
nests and instead put all their energy into producing eggs, 3
sometimes more than three dozen a summer. These they lay in the '
. . . Year-round Breeding Rz > ma ded b
nests of other birds, abandoning their young to foster parents, Migration Nonbreeding B o e

usually at the expense of at least some of the host’s own chicks. i
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aded Cowbirds are Brood Parasites
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